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Molokai Kaunoa Senior Services
Celebrates “2009 Festival of Aloha”
In grand style, Kupuna of Moloka‘i celebrated “Festival of Aloha” at the
Home Pumehana Senior Center on Friday, October 9, 2009. “The Molokai
Princess” Zhantell Dudoit graciously emceed the program. The singing of
“Hawai“i Pono I”, Invocation by Kenneth Nip preceded the presentation of the
Aloha Festival Molokai Court with Pearl Souza singing “O Makalapua”. The 2009
Royal Court Moi Kane Solomon Kaahea Maliu Jr., Moi Wahine Georgieanna
Kaleiokalani Maliu, Kamalii Kane Mahi Pononui Shigeo Kan-Hai, Kamalii
Wahine Aulani Alfreda Leialoha Hiro were presented with ho‘okupu from
Councilman Danny Mateo represented by Ella Alcon and the Molokai Kaunoa
Senior Services Programs of Kaunakakai and Maunaloa, Meals on Wheels &
Transportation, Leisure Programs and Na Wahine U‘i O Molokai.
The morning program featured songs by “The Molokai Princess” Zhantell
Dudoit accompanied by Raymond Hiro and Kaleo Bishaw, and impromptu hula by
Kumu Hula Kauila Reyes, Lori Higa and Aulani Hiro. Moana’s Gracious Ladies,
Na Wahine U’i ‘O Molokai, and the Molokai Kaunoa Leisure Program hula students of Lori Higa all performed favorite songs. Molokai Kaunoa Senior Leisure
program Ukulele students of Auntie Pearl Souza accompanied “The Aloha Week
Hula” by the Hula Class. Mele Hanohano, invited too add falsetto richness to the
program was enjoyed by all.
Zantell announced the winners of the Pupu Contest with envelopes presented
by Liko Tancayo: Earline Johnston (1st place) for her Gobo; 2nd place Kanani
Negrillo with her Homestead Oio, and 3rd place Kahu Fe Ayap for her Vegetable
Fries -- it was a clean sweep for the Ukulele Class! Hawaiian Wear Contest winners: Joseph Barno (original); Kenneth Nip (colorful) and Uncle Henry Tancayo
for his Traditional Aloha shirt, including lauhala papale. Linda Johnson (original)
Auntie Hattie Silva (colorful) Mrs. Chieko Mikami (traditional) were wahine winners in the muumuu contest.
Hawai‘i Aloha and the formal exit of the Festival of Aloha Court, concluded
the program. An onolicious special Hawaiian Plate Lunch capped the morning !
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Rare Bird Sightings Molokai

Two adult and three juvenile federally protected Greater White-fronted Goose
(Anser. a. frontalis or albifrons) have been reported at the Kaunakakai Stream,
Ranch Camp Monsanto corn field, and the Kaunakakai Wastewater Reclamation
Facility. First observed on October 6, the five geese are most-likely a family that
strayed off-course on their southerly winter migration. Over the past week, the five
geese have been mistaken for another federally protected species, the endangered
Nene (Hawaiian Goose, Branta sandvicensis), but are much rarer in Hawaii than
the Nene. There are fifteen accounts of this species on Molokai from 1895 to 2009.
The Greater White-fronted Goose is easily distinguishable by its orange legs and
when in flight by a highly visible black ‘bar’ sweeping across the tail.
The Greater White-fronted Goose breeds in arctic tundra regions of North
America and northern Eurasia, and winters in central California and temperate
zones along Mexico’s eastern coast to the Mississippi River. Non-stop flights are
typically made during the migration, reaching speeds of 55 miles per hour. The
species is an herbivore, feeding primarily on grasses, seeds, and grain.
Vocalizations are similar to those of other geese such as the Nene, making a low
‘mur-mur’ when feeding and a loud ‘honk’ when alarmed. When in flight a vibrational whirring sound can be heard from a distance, caused by air passing through
the wing and body feathers.
To report the family of five when observed at a new location, call Arleone at
553-5992 or email researchbirds@yahoo.com.
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October and November is fledging
season for wedge-tailed shearwaters.
“Wedgies,” as they are affectionately
called by wildlife biologists, are part of a
mixed flock of seabirds that commercial
fishermen rely upon to locate schools of
ahi and other marketable fish. Young
birds fledge from burrows excavated into
coastal cliffs to life at sea.
The uau kani, or wedge-tailed shearwater (Puffinus pacificus), is 17” in length
from bill to tip of tail, with a wingspan of 38”. Adult birds leave coastal colonies
at dawn to feed on fish and return after dark. Behavior while in these colonies is
generally nocturnal and throughout the night birds emit weird moans, groans, and
loud screams, thus they are nicknamed the “moaning bird.”
Wedge-tailed shearwaters nest on all the major and offshore islands in the
Hawaiian chain by digging a burrow with their bill and feet or utilizing natural
crevices: nesting sites are reused from year to year. The largest colony on Molokai
lies hidden in the dunes of The Nature Conservancy’s Moomomi Preserve.
Discovered September 1999, by Arleone Dibben-Young and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife’s Calvin Willis while teaching students about Hawaii’s coastal plants, the
colony is now actively managed by Nature Conservancy staff resulting with more
than 400 young birds fledged per season. Egg laying begins mid-June, with one
bright white egg forming the clutch. Parents share the 53-day incubation period,
usually in stints of 7 to 10 days, and sometimes sit side-by-side. Chicks are fed fish
once a day by regurgitation. Parents leave the nest site 2–3 weeks before their
young have fledged (which takes approximately 100–115 days). Shearwaters are
clumsy on land… legs are placed so far to the rear of the body that they cannot
walk, so instead waddle. Young birds not yet capable of flight may wander from
their burrows in search of food. At this time they are highly vulnerable to predators and often fall prey to mongoose, cats and dogs. Some young birds starve to
death while waiting for their feathers to grow to flight length. Many fledglings are
attracted at night by urban lights and fall into residential areas or onto highways
where they are struck by automobiles.
Statewide community efforts assist in the recovery and release of several hundred juvenile seabirds annually. Chicks that have wandered too far from the nest
and are not yet capable of flight must be briefly held in captivity by State and
Federal permitted wildlife rehabilitators. When ready for release, birds are fitted
with a U.S. Geological Survey metal bird band. If you find a ‘downed’ seabird, call
Arleone at 553-5992.
NOTE TO EDITOR: TOP VIEW CAPTION TEXT: The length of the primary
feathers determines if a wedge-tailed shearwater chick is ready for release. The
bird on the left is capable of flight, as the tips of the primary feathers extend
beyond the tail (left arrow). The chick on the right needs to grow for approximately
two more weeks before it can fly, as gauged by the short wing feathers which do
not yet extend beyond the tip of the tail (right arrow). Drawing by Michael Furuya
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Molokai's Forum For Freedom
Individual’s Sovereignty vs Slavery
by George Peabody ph. 558-8253 email:

"We have staked the whole of all our political institutions upon the capacity of mankind for self-government, upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern
ourselves, to control ourselves, to sustain ourselves
according to the Ten Commandments of God."—

Obama’s Gun Control Plans
Will Violate Your Rights to
Keep and Bear Arms

Bill of Rights 2nd Amendment:
“A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and
bear arms shall not be infringed.”
Wake up militia! Use it , or lose it ! Got your gun, yet?
"...with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually
pledge to each other our lives, or fortunes and our sacred honor."
(Unanimous Declaration.of Independence)
If you will not fight for the right when you can easily win without bloodshed,
and, if you will not fight when your victory will be sure and not too costly, you
may come to the moment when you will have to fight with all the odds against
you and only a precarious chance of survival. There may even be a worse case.
You may have to fight when there is no hope of victory, because it is better to perish than live as slaves.
“The people cannot delegate to government the power to do anything which
would be unlawful for them to do themselves.”- John Locke
"Those who make peaceful change impossible,
make violent change inevitable." -- Robert F. Kennedy

"Rebellion against tyrants is obedience to God." T.J.

Enforce the Bill of Rights !
————————————
"And how we burned in the camps later, thinking: What would things have
been like if every Security operative [insert your favorite alphabet Gang DEA,
BATFE, H.S., TSA, FBI, IRS, NSA, CIA, LEOs etc. here], when he went out at
night to make an arrest, had been uncertain whether he would return alive and
had to say goodbye to his family? Or if, during periods of mass arrests, as for
example in Leningrad, when they arrested a quarter of the entire city, people hadnot simply sat there in their lairs, paling in terror at every bang of the downstairs
door and at every step on the staircase, but had understood they had nothing left
to lose [neither do you now] and had boldly set up in the downstairs hall an
ambush of half a dozen people with axes, hammers, pokers, or whatever else was
at hand. The Organs would very quickly have suffered a shortage of officers and
transports and, notwithstanding all of Stalin's thirst; the cursed machine would
have ground to a halt!" -- The Gulag Archipelago, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

"Rebellion against tyrants is obedience to God." T.J.

Guns Preserve YOUR Sovereignty !

Gun Rights Refresher
1. An armed man is a citizen. An unarmed man is a subject.
2. A gun in the hand is better than a cop on the phone.
3. If guns cause crime, then pencils cause misspelled words.
4. "Free" men do not ask permission to bear arms.
5. If you don't know your rights you don't have any.
6. Those who trade liberty for security have neither.
7. What part of "shall not be infringed" do you not understand?
8. The Second Amendment is to enforce the other 9 Amendments.
9. 64,999,987 firearms owners killed no one yesterday.
10. Guns only have two enemies; rust and politicians.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Know guns, know peace, know safety.
No guns, no peace, no safety.
You don't shoot to kill; you shoot to stay alive.
911 - government sponsored Dial-a-Prayer.
Assault is a behavior, not a gun device.
Criminals love gun control -- it makes their jobs safer.
If guns cause crime, then matches cause arson.
Only a government that is afraid of citizens prohibits guns.
You only have the rights you are willing to fight for.
Remove the people's right to bear arms, you create slaves.
The American Revolution was about gun control.

Crimes of Politicians Must Be Stopped by The People (You are The Militia)
The crime on our streets is a tiny fraction of the crime in the offices of our politicians and bureaucrats - the massive majority of crime is committeed by the criminal classes in
power. Just look at the constant abuse of power in our State government offices and you will realize the extent of crime in Government. Just consider just how many BILLIONS of
dollars a day Government extorts from the people and how little WE get in return; and just how comfortable the politicians make themselves at the expense of the peoples they extort!
The goal of the founders of America was to restrict government within severe limits and to protect the rights of soverign individuals. Government has NO rights!
Judges are impeachable. Furthermore, judges may be removed immediately for violating oaths of office, involvement in conspiracies, extortion, and failing to uphold their duty
to the common law. Judges can also be arrested, they are not exempt from this nor are any other officials, including the President of the United States.
Do the people have the power to do this? Yes, the people have the power to do everything to defend our country against all enemies foreign or domestic politician, and government has no power to say otherwise. Fascist bureaucrats might send out its armed marauders, but a huge group of The People (Militia) armed with guns as guaranteed their Right to
keep and bear arms by the 2nd Amendment is likely to stop them unless the governments decide that it is time to begin mass killings of all people who believe in the rights of Man.

Wake up ! Enforce the Bill of Rights !
“A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.” Exercise the 2nd Amendment.

S
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Private
Lessons;
Livefire
Practice

Call

558-8253

Bill of Rights
2 nd Am en d ment:
“A well regulated Militia,
being necessary to the
security of a free State,
the right of the people
to keep and bear arms,
shall not be infringed.”
Use it or lose it !
ph. 558-8253
Join the club! N.R.A.
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Molokai High School News
Principal’s Honors List
The Principal’s Honors List are students who have earned Mark Point
Averages of 4.000 or above while enrolled in six or more courses, four or more of
which are solid courses. For the first quarter of the 2009-10 school year, they are:
Grade 9:
Grade 10:

Yasushi Arakaki, Michael Kikukawa.
Kate Sandy Espejo, Charisse Manley, Chelsea Simon.

Grade11:
Kesha-Leah Reyes, Cristina-Lynn Alcon, Kachet Kaiama,
Christopher-Joseph Kaiama-Lenwai, Molly Mackay-Smith, Kailana Ritte-Camara,
Tracilyn Sagario, Chelsea Sakamoto.
Grade 12:
Julien Bumatay, Rebecca Carpenter, Jesse Lite, Maluhia
Mendes-Mederios, Candice Pauole, Lori-Lynn Pedro-Kalua, Kealohapauole Will.

Special ed parents to rally on furloughs
by Larry Geller
Special ed parents are planning a rally/meeting tomorrow Thursday evening at
the State Capitol to protest Furlough Fridays. For special ed students, eliminating
those Fridays will violate many of the agreed IEPs (Individual Education Plans)
which bind the school to provide certain instruction and services. That’s against
federal law. And that means that special ed parents may have powers to stopit.
For any student in Hawaii, cutting class hours further is bad news.
One parent has calculated that at her student’s school there will be only eight
(8) full days of instruction in the month of December, plus three (3) partial days
(days when the kids will be sent home at 1 p.m.). Actually… October is not much
better. According to the same parent’s calculations, her school will have only eight
full days of instruction this month and five early release days. November is slightly better: Thirteen instruction days plus five early release days.
We owe our children better than that.
Why look at special ed in particular? There is the federal law that protects their
programs, the IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act). Regular ed students may not have a way to challenge the furloughs, but special needs parents
might have that power.
If you know any parents of special needs students, perhaps you could spread
the word about this meeting at the State Capitol Chambers Level Auditorium
Thursday, October 15th 7 to 8 pm
Contact: Naomi Grossman email: naomigr@gmail.com

send testimony by email if you cannot attend.

● Da Kine Ads ●
SERVICES OFFERED
Architectural Drafting Office
Ph. 553-9045
email: luigis@aloha.net
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LICENSED ARCHITECT
Rich Young - Custom homes
Portfolio available online at
www.richyoungarchitect.com
553-5992 ryoung@aloha.net
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Pono Tree Triming /remove
and chips: ph 558 8253

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Instant/Tankless Water Heater
New and used, call “Mr. Pono”
Pono SolarPower ph. 558-8253
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

COLORADO 40 Acres $28,500!
Beautiful valley land near mountains.
Good road access, $500 down, $300
monthly. Call owner 806-376-8690
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

On creek, some trees, previously
farmed, mountain views. Good
access. $1,000 down. $350 monthly.
Owner 806-376-8690
Eloy, Arizona 85231 KA56
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Honor Roll students who earned Mark Point Averages of 3.500 to 4.000 for the
first quarter of the 2009-10 school year are:
Grade 9:
Kawehi Adams, Akona Adolpho, Haloa Hamakua, Kwaylen Kalawe, Aaron Sibayan,
Kimokeo Yamamoto, Ehiku Arnold, Cara Connolly, Mariah Kalipi, Kaiulani Laemoa,
Brittanie-Rae Nerveza, Kenui Smythe Fujiwara, Michael Onofrio.
.
Grade 10:
Kaponoonalani Acasio, Rae-Lynn Puailihau, Sammilyn Pule-Kaahanui, Jessica
Sanchez, Brianna Tangonan, Landon Pawn-Kalilikane, Dallin Tancayo, Styleen DudoitPolido, Ceejay Ilaban, Kayla Matson, Tiffany Tanielu, Mikayla Tengan, Moriah Jenkins.
Grade11:
Nikolas Langer, Maria Cristina Rabino, Brandi Morris, Jasmine Borden, Kammy Lee
Manintin, Kawena Puhi, Denichel Ruiz, Crystalene Antonio, Francine Feig, Eric Gilliland.
Grade 12:
Mahealani Reyes, Ceriann Espiritu, Herbert Antolin, Mahi Kan-Hai, Michelle LuuloaKaauwai, Kerianne Mokuau.
Honorable Mention List
The Honorable Mention students who earned Mark Point Averages of 3.000 to 3.499
for the first quarter of the 2009-10 school year are:
Grade 9:
Abigail Adachi, Isreal Adolpho, Zharise Helekahi, Ransyn Joao, Christina Carpenter,
Jake Sakamoto, Keely Vega, Amanda Venegas Makaiwi, Hokualaka'i Blevins, Chalice
Hooper-Carvalho, Faron Kamakana, Esther Lopez, Camille Borden, Lesley Escobar, Hauoli
Falealii, Kay-Dee Kawano, Tyra Lynn Mollena Lopez, Isiah Ruiz.
Grade 10:
Gregory Schaefer, Haley Simon, Gyson Aalona, Emily Spires, Petrisha Alvarez, Ivory
Espaniola, Ricki Gorospe, Leenell Hernandez, Carol Ann Kahee, Chelsea Malubay-Segrue,
Keano Pascua-Kahookano, Destiny Henriques, Noah Keoho, Nika Angelyne Mendija,
Edizon Ringor, Susan Ann Smith.

Grade 11:
Marejke Ah Loy, Sharali Dudoit Enos, William Place, Abbigale Adolpho, Edwin
Near Booming El Paso, Texas. Now Mendija, Kaulanarose Akaka, Alyssa Cacpal, Misty Mollena, Kevin Dudoit, Ralph Johnson,
$12,856, was $16,900 $0 Down. Take Larriley Rawlins, Karly Apo, Renato Espejo, Harold Kealoha Alonzo, Marissa Sterner,
over payments $159/mo. Owner
Charles Townsend.

Financing. Free Maps/Pictures.
Grade 12:
1-800-343-9444
Kanahele Montizor, Mahailia Rapanot-McGuire, Kalani Wainwright, Ashley
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE
Tangonan, Kilohoku Dunnam, Jamie Duvauchelle, Danna-Lynn Hooper-Juario,
from Home. *Medical, *Business, Chenoa Ahuna-Kaai, Shaye Santiago, Mason Horner, Brennan Lee-Namakaeha,
*Paralegal, *Accounting, *Criminal Patricia Pele, Reiff Spencer-Misaki, Aulani Hiro, Kawaiola Kalipi, Sy Pedro.
Justice. Job placement assistance.
===============================================
Computer available. Financial Aid if
qualified. Call 866-397-6541

http://www.CenturaOnline.com
New home needed
immediately....FREE
12 weeks old, vet checked & vac,
playfull. Please email:

petersmith200@gmail.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hot Water
Heater
Instantaneous
Tankless
DEPENDABLE
SIMPLICITY
starting at only $525

Honor Roll

20-acre Land Forclosures

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
M & F YORKIES PUPPIES [2]

38 acres COLORADO $35,000!

MOLOKAI HIGH SCHOOL

ENERGY EFFICIENT

$300 Tax Credit 2008-2009
Simple to light pilot, and VERY energy efficient
Simple to install new, or to replace your old gas water heater!
NEW AND USED!
SAVE BIG on your electric bill!

Call George Peabody: 558-8253

HOMECOMING FRIDAY OCT. 16TH 6:00 PM BEFORE
THE GIRLS VOLLEYBALL GAME.
MIL Athletic Events Price Increase

Prices for Maui Interscholastic League athletic games will be:
$5.00
Adults and students without Athletic Card ID
$4.00
Seniors/Military with ID
$3.00
Students (Grades 1-6)/ Students from non-participating school
with Athletic Card ID.
The student Athletic Fee is $10.00 and can be paid at the school office.
Students need to show their Student ID Card with Athletic fee paid in order to get
in to games free. Students without their card will be charged at the door.

Wanted: Swim Coach
Molokai High School is looking for a Swim Coach. Any one interested
please pick up an application at the Administration office or with Camie Kimball.
Any questions feel free to call Camie Kimball, Athletic Director at 567-6959.
Deadline for applications is Friday Oct. 16th, 2009.
Molokai High School Community Council Meeting
The next Molokai High School Community Council meeting will be held on
Wednesday, October 21, 2009 at 3:15 pm in the Molokai High School Library.
The SCC's agenda will focus on reviewing our academic plan's progress in the language arts, science and social studies areas. Public is welcome. Contact Julia De
George at 567-6950 regarding any questions.
Senior Project for class of 2010
If you are a community member who would like to volunteer to help our students with senior project, please contact the school and leave me contact information (phone number, address, email). Karen Harada, senior inquiry project coordinator; 567-6950. Thank you.
SY 2009-2010 Molokai High Athletic Home Schedule @ BARN
DATE
DAY
SPORT
OPPONENT
TIME
10/16/09
Fri
Girls Volley Hana
Barn 7 PM
10/17/09
Sat
Girls Volley
Hana
Barn 12 noon
====================================================

RUNNING
NEWS
Page
5
Obama’s Nobel Peace Prize??!! etc.

Speak Out about Obama Wins Nobel
Will Obama stop killing civilians in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, etc? Of
course not. Killing civilians did not cost him the Peace Prize, why stop now.
The real problem is that Obama's Nobel Peace Prize will encourage him to
continue policies that have created record numbers of civilian casualties in
Afghanistan, destabilizing drone attacks in Pakistan, a U.S. invasion of Somalia,
and belligerent diplomacy toward Iran. Rather than reverse Bush's policies on
indefinite detentions and military commissions, Obama has essentially continued
them even though a federal judge has ruled that habeas corpus protections apply
to many prisoners suffering under covert RENDITION torturing by US-CIA et al.
"The Nobel is a signal to Obama that he can keep talking like a man of peace
even as he acts like a master of war," writes Anthony Gregory.
But, the Nobel committee’s idea that Obama can correct all the wrongs in the
world is loaded with disrespect for US democracy, as if Obama were a dictator.”
So, I am shocked to see the U.S. Usurper Obama wins Nobel Peace Prize
Peace? Has Obama done anything about the "drug war" to change it into a
"drug peace"? I would say no. First, look at his words on raiding California medical marijuana pharmacies. Initially, he promised to end federal raids....he LIED!
Unbelievable! This is the the JOKE of the century. Pardon me if I’m just
ignorant of the process, but couldn’t the Nobel Committee just wait a year or two

You Can Protect Freedom: Question Authority!
"Where Rights secured by the Constitution are involved, there
can be no rule making or legislation which would abrogate
them."
Miranda v Arizona, (1966)

Every
Wednesday

Your Company is in good company with The M.A.N.

until Obama actually did something worth rewarding? All Obama has done so far
is get elected (and not by a huge margin) and not fulfill, or do the opposite of, all
his campaign promises.
I’m hearing a great deal of ignorant-but-wistfully-optimistic talk about
“peace potential”. Seriously?!? It seems like the leader of the military with the
biggest guns and most bullets has the greatest peace potential by default. I thought
the Nobel Peace Prize was a prize for action, not unfulfilled potential. Maybe they
should change this year’s award to the Nobel Peace Incentive. THAT would be
change we can believe in.
Obama has NO BUSINESS winning a prize for zero accomplishments, 12
days in office, and policies that take away freedom domestically and make
Americans less safe to international threats.
Barack Obama won’t be receiving any awards from Americans for job creation, fiscal responsibility, or backing up rhetoric with concrete action. But,
Obama will receive $1.4 million from the Nobel Peace Prize Committee for not
achieving anything concrete, that is $1.4 million for an award he himself says he
doesn’t deserve.
I wonder how many people and $millions did Obama have to pay-off to get
this rammed home? Now I suppose we the taxpayer will have to spend another
$15,000,000 to haul his sorry ass on Air Force One to Oslo to go get the trophy!
Couldn’t he have just picked it up on the way back from Copenhagen last week?
Nobel Prize has become politicized. Alfred Nobel must be rolling in his
grave.

Obama flips, opposes media shield law
by Larry Geller Thursday, October 01, 2009
The New York Times reports today White House officials told congressional
leaders they opposed the legislation pending in the Senate Judiciary Committee
that would shield reporters from jail time for failing to reveal sources. The Times
cites "several people involved with the negotiations." [Editor & Publisher, White
House Wants Fewer Protections in Shield Law, 10/1/2009]
Sheesh. Obama was indeed born in Hawaii, but he left. If he hadn’t, I suggest
we’d have to kick him out.
Hawaii has a shiny new shield law, by the way, that was recently tested. The
proposed federal law that our prez wants to gut would apply to federal cases.
More on media shield from news sources:
Barack Obama's administration White House officials told congressional
leaders they opposed the legislation pending in the Senate Judiciary Committee
that would shield reporters from jail time for failing to reveal sources. Obama
sent to Congress "sweeping revisions" to the bill that "would significantly weaken its protections against forcing reporters to testify."
The current form has provisions requiring prosecutors to "exhaust other
methods for finding the source of the information before subpoenaing a reporter,
and would balance investigators' interests with 'the public interest in gathering
news and maintaining the free flow of information.'"
But under the administration's proposal, those procedures would not apply to
leaks of a matter deemed to cause "significant" harm to national security, the
Times reported. Moreover, judges would be instructed to be deferential to executive branch assertions about whether a leak caused or was likely to cause such
harm, according to officials familiar with the proposal.
The two Democratic senators who have been prime sponsors of the legislation, Charles E. Schumer of New York and Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania, said on
Wednesday that they were disappointed by the administration’s position.
Mr. Specter called the proposed changes “totally unacceptable,” saying they
would gut meaningful judicial review. In a recent letter calling for a vote on the
shield bill, Mr. Specter said that at least 19 journalists had been subpoenaed by
federal prosecutors for information about confidential sources since 2001 and that
four had been imprisoned for refusing to comply.
Among them was Judith Miller, who as a reporter for The New York Times
was subpoenaed in connection to the Valerie Wilson C.I.A. leak case. Prosecutors
also threatened two San Francisco Chronicle reporters with jail over reporting
based on leaked grand jury information about steroid use by professional athletes.
And in a statement, Mr. Schumer said: “The White House’s opposition to the
fundamental essence of this bill is an unexpected and significant setback. It will
make it hard to pass this legislation.”
But Ben LaBolt, White House spokesman, “The president believes the courts
should have the power to review whether administrations appropriately conclude
that the disclosure of information is necessary because maintaining confidentiality could cause significant harm to our national security,” Mr. LaBolt said.
The administration informed Congress of its proposal after an Oval Office
meeting Monday between Mr. Obama and several top members of his national
security team, including Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr.; the F.B.I. director,
Robert S. Mueller III; and Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano, according to people involved with the negotiations. Military and intelligence officials
have also expressed concerns about the bill.
Several advocates for reporters’ groups reacted with dismay. They noted that
as a senator, Mr. Obama had co-sponsored an earlier version of the “media shield”
bill and that Mr. Holder had testified in favor of such legislation.
Proponents of a shield law argue that it is in the public interest to allow
reporters to protect confidential sources in order to bring important information to
light. Opponents note that the unauthorized disclosure of classified information is
illegal and argue that members of the news media should not be allowed to decide
whether exposing national security secrets is justified.
About three dozen states have some form of a reporter-shield law, Ms.
Dalglish said. [Hawaii now has a sort of reporters shield law].
The House has already approved a version of the shield bill, but it has stalled
in the Senate Judiciary Committee. Just pass it out, and send it to the President.
“If the president wants to veto it, let him veto it,” Mr. Specter said. “I think it
is different for the president to veto a bill than simply to pass the word from his
subordinates to my subordinates that he doesn’t like the bill.”
Or, maybe Obama can have reporters sent to RENDITION torture in foreign
countries to make them divulge their sources of leaks on corruption ??

